SPRING NATIONALS PREVIEW

The IU Natatorium underwent a $20 million renovation recently.
Peter H. Bick

Start Your Engines!
The IU Natatorium will host a USMS national

S

championship for the seventh time

ince the IU Natatorium reopened in 2016 after a $20 million
renovation, the country’s elite junior- and senior-level
swimmers have been able to return to the famed pool. Now,
it’s time for a U.S. Masters Swimming national championship.
The Nat will host the 2018 Nationwide USMS Spring National
Championship, May 10–13. This will mark the seventh time the
pool has hosted USMS Nationals, dating back to the 1983 long
course championship meet.
Three of the top upgrades athletes will experience when they
arrive at the Nat will be the new starting blocks, a stunning
scoreboard, and a new deck. The event is expected to see about
2,000 athletes from across the country racing in the two 25-yard
courses in a facility that seats about 4,700 spectators.
But there’s a lot more to Indianapolis than the pool.

RACING THRILLS OUTSIDE THE POOL
When you think of Indianapolis in May, your thoughts might instantly
turn to the famed Indianapolis 500. Although that race will be two
weeks later at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, you’ll still have a
chance to catch some racing if you have a day off from your own racing.
The INDYCAR Grand Prix is scheduled for May 12 at the track,
which is less than 15 minutes from the IU Natatorium. If that’s not
enough, you can also visit the Indianapolis Motor Speedway
Museum, which is part of the 559-acre facility and has race cars
dating back to the 1950s. Tours of the facility won’t be available
because of the build-up to the Indy 500.
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FUN FOR THE KIDS
If you bring your kids to Indy to serve as your cheering section,
reward them for their hard work with a day at the JP Morgan Chase
500 Festival in downtown Indianapolis on May 12. The event, held
annually at Monument Circle, brings more than 10,000 people to the
area in the lead-up to the famed Indianapolis 500. Car racing
enthusiasts can try their hand at driving mini-cars, and others can
learn how to dress up like a princess or a clown at one of the many
hands-on vendor booths.

HOSTED BY
Indy Aquatic Masters
Meet Director: Dean Hawks

HAVE QUESTIONS?
For all questions about event entry, registration, membership,
competition, rules, relays, scratches, etc., please contact
the National Office at events@usmastersswimming.org or
800-550-SWIM (7946).
For questions about Indianapolis, hotels, hospitality, tourism,
the facility, etc., please contact the meet director, Dean
Hawks, at d23hawks@yahoo.com or 307-267-4964.

MEET ENTRY
Online entry will open in mid-February at usms.org/comp/
scnats18. When entry opens, if you cannot enter online,
call 800-555-SWIM (7946) Monday through Friday between
9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Eastern Standard Time to provide your
entry information. A member services representative will
complete the entry for you. Please have your desired
events, times, and credit card information available.

Though your young children won’t be able to compete in the meet,
they can feed their competitive fires that weekend at the Rookie Run.
Anyone from age 3 to 10 can participate in races that range from a
two-block run to a 1/3-mile race. Everyone who takes part earns a
participant medal and plenty of swag. Registration will open in early
2018 on the festival’s website.

Alexander Rossi crosses the
finish line at the 100th running of
the Indy 500 on May 29, 2016.
Courtesy of Indianapolis Motor Speedway

ORDER OF EVENTS

BATTER UP!

Thursday, May 10

Baseball fans will have a fun time at Spring Nats. The social event
is the Indianapolis Indians’ home game against the Columbus
Clippers on May 11. There are a limited number of $39 tickets that
include access to a buffet and beer and wine from 6 to 7:30 p.m. the
evening of the game.
The Indianapolis Indians won the International League West
division in 2017, so you could see some of the best minor league
players in action if you snag a ticket to a game at Victory Field. The
series between Indianapolis (the Class AAA affiliate of the
Pittsburgh Pirates) and Columbus (the Class AAA affiliate of the
Cleveland Indians) lasts May 11–13.

1000 freestyle*
1650 freestyle*

Friday, May 11
400 IM
200 freestyle
100 backstroke
50 breaststroke
100 butterfly
200 freestyle relay (mixed)

CHECK OUT MILE SQUARE
If you want to feel like you’re in the middle of it all—literally—
visit Indianapolis’s Mile Square, deemed the physical and
cultural center of the city. In this multiblock radius, you’ll find
exquisite cuisine such as St. Elmo Steak House and sites of
interest that include the NCAA Hall of Champions. The Indiana
War Memorial is one of six monuments in Indianapolis honoring
local fallen heroes, making it second to Washington, D.C., for
the number of war monuments in the city limits.—JEFF COMMINGS

200 medley relay (mixed)

Saturday, May 12
500 freestyle (women)
200 breaststroke
St. Elmo Steak House receives
national acclaim for its food.
Courtesy of St. Elmo Steak House

100 freestyle
50 backstroke
200 butterfly
100 IM

The Indianapolis
Indians play host
to the Columbus
Clippers on May
11–13 in a Class AAA
game at Victory Field.
Courtesy of Carl Van Rooy
Photography

200 medley relay

Sunday, May 13
500 freestyle (men)
100 breaststroke
50 butterfly
200 freestyle relay
200 IM
50 freestyle
200 backstroke
*All swimmers entering the
1650 MUST meet the National
Qualifying Times. Swimmers
can enter EITHER the 1000 or
1650 but NOT both.
Note: Swimmers may enter up
to three individual events
WITHOUT meeting the National Qualifying Times, or up to
six events if they meet the
NQTs in three of them.
The deadline for entering is
April 9. No late entries will be
accepted.

january-february 2018
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LONG DISTANCE EVENT PREVIEW

Distance Derring-Do in 2018

Can you swim all the long distance and open water national championships?
The Fire Island lighthouse
overlooks the course of one of
USMS’s open water national
championships this year.
Courtesy of Discover Long Island

E

very year, U.S. Masters Swimming offers a slate of long distance
and open water national championships across the country
designed to test your endurance. From a 3,000-yard pool swim to
a 10.7-mile open water race, there’s an event for everyone.

ePOSTALS

USMS 1-Hour ePostal National Championship
Jan. 1–Feb.28
Get started on your 2018 distance resolution right away on Jan. 1
with the USMS 1-Hour ePostal National Championship. Hosted by Indy
Aquatic Masters, this offering is a wonderful way to check your fitness
after the holiday season. Take advantage of the two-month window this
annual classic now offers and see how far you can swim in 1 hour.
USMS 5K/10K ePostal National Championships
May 15–Sept. 15
For those of you who might not be so keen on open water but still
want to get in on the national championship action this summer,
consider completing the 5K and 10K ePostal events. Hosted by the
Chicago Smelts, these events can be swum in any 50-meter pool and
are a great way to gear up if you want to do an open water event!
USMS 3000/6000 Yard ePostal National Championships
Sept. 15–Nov. 15
To round out the ePostal season, test your mettle with the
3,000-yard and 6,000-yard ePostal National Championships.
Hosted by Marcia’s Enthusiastic Masters of Oakland, these two
events serve as an awesome pair of workouts and a good way to
gauge your pool fitness after a long summer in open water or a
long course pool.

OPEN WATER NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

USMS Middle Distance Open Water National Championship
(2 miles)
May 27, Reston Masters Swim Team, Lake Audubon, Reston, Va.
Start your summer off right by heading to Audubon Lake in Reston,
Va., for Memorial Day weekend and the first swim in the 2018 USMS
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Open Water National Championship season. Located just 20 miles from
Washington, D.C., Lake Audubon is the perfect stop for urban adventurers
who want to enjoy the nation’s capital. Or combine this challenging
2-mile race in a gorgeous lake with a more rural experience exploring the
nearby Blue Ridge Mountains or Shenandoah National Park.
USMS Sprint Distance Open Water National Championship
(1 mile)
June 9, Saluki Masters Swim Club, Little Grassy Lake, Makanda, Ill.
Eclipse your expectations and set yourself up for a great summer of
open water swimming with a 1-mile sprint distance race across Little
Grassy Lake in Makanda, Ill. Event host Saluki Masters Swim Club
named this event the “Eclipse Crossroads Open Water” swim because
nearby Makanda, Ill.—a quaint country village in Southern Illinois
offering accommodations and attractions for all tastes and budgets—
boasted the longest duration of totality during the 2017 solar eclipse
and will do the same in the upcoming 2024 solar eclipse.
USMS Long Distance Open Water National Championship (5K)
July 7, Open Water Swim Long Island, Fire Island, New York
Could it be the lost city of Atlantis? Probably not, but Atlantique
Beach on Fire Island is as lovely and enticing as it sounds. A narrow
barrier island running along the southern edge of Long Island in
New York, Fire Island is the quintessential summer vacation
destination with loads of hotels, restaurants, shops, and other
attractions to rival its inviting white-sand beaches. In addition to
the 5-kilometer USMS national championship, event host Open
Water Swim Long Island also offers 400-meter and 1-mile races.
USMS Ultramarathon Distance Open Water National
Championship (10.7 miles)
July 8, Portland Bridge Swim, Willamette River, Portland, Ore.
Heading into its eighth year, the Portland Bridge Swim is the
longest swimming race in the Pacific Northwest and has become
one of the most popular marathon swims in the country. Swim with
the current down the Willamette River through downtown Portland
and scoot under 12 different bridges spanning the waterway.

USMS’s open water
national championship
season starts May 27 with
a 2-mile swim in Lake
Audubon in Virginia.
Nandor Nagy/Reston
Masters Swim Team

Afterwards, check out the impressive dining, drinking, and
sightseeing options Portland has to offer.
USMS Cable Open Water National Championship (2 miles)
July 12, Central Oregon Masters Association, Foster Lake, Oregon
Cable swims are a rare breed of open water event, and currently
there are only a few sites in the United States that can host the USMS
2-Mile Cable Open Water National Championship. This year, the
event returns to scenic Foster Lake in the Willamette Valley. The
Willamette National Forest is adjacent to this pristine venue that’s
easily accessible by I-5.
USMS Marathon Distance Open Water National Championship
(10K)
July 14, Rogue Valley Masters, Applegate Lake, Oregon
Conclude your week in Oregon and the USMS Open Water
National Championship season with the oldest-running open
water swim in Oregon, the 2018 Applegate Lake Open Water
Weekend. This year, this pristine lake will feature the USMS 10K
National Championship. But you can also swim a 2.5K, a 5K, or a
1500-meter race or the ever popular 3 x 500-meter pick-up pursuit
relay event at this weekend-long open water festival. Camp onsite to enjoy the wilderness of Southeastern Oregon or shack up in
nearby Medford, Ore. Either way, you’ll have an unparalleled
opportunity to enjoy the Siskiyou National Forest and other
delights of the Rogue River Valley. —ELAINE K. HOWLEY

The 10.7-mile Portland (Ore.) Bridge Swim is one of the
most popular marathon swims in the country.
Jamie Francis/Travel Portland

USMS’s open water national championship season concludes
with a 10K at Applegate Lake in Oregon.
Geri Mathewson

SmartyPants Vitamins USMS Fitness Series

F

or swimmers looking for fun fitness goals they can achieve in
the pool, U.S. Masters Swimming is also launching the 2018
SmartyPants Vitamins USMS Fitness Series.
The series starts with the SmartyPants Vitamins USMS Winter
Fitness Challenge from Feb. 15–28 and is perfect for anyone setting a New Year’s resolution of getting into better shape. This
30-minute swim can be done in any manner desired, and registration for the event is open.
The Fitness Series also includes the SmartyPants Vitamins
USMS Summer Fitness Challenge, a 2,000-meter swim in the
final two weeks of July, and the SmartyPants Vitamins USMS
Fall Fitness Challenge, a 1-mile swim in the final two weeks
of November.

Fitness Series events support the USMS Swimming Saves
Lives Foundation, which has granted $430,000 since 2012 to adult
learn-to-swim programs across the country.
If you’d like some extra help in training for these challenges,
USMS-certified coaches designed six-week training plans for a
range of abilities and goals.
We’re encouraging coaches, clubs, and workout groups to pick
a date to host this event at their local pool and invite interested
teammates, co-workers, recreational or lap swimmers, friends,
and family members to see if they can finish the challenge.
If you have any questions, please contact us at events@
usmastersswimming.org or 941-556-8767. We hope to see
you in the pool!
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